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It has been another extremely busy, challenging, eventful yet satisfying year for the Parish Council.  
As you will see in the report that follows, we have been involved in a variety of activities that 
hopefully have brought an improvement to the environment and quality of life in Matlock Bath.  
 

In September we welcomed a new Councillor – Neal Hunt - who was co-opted onto the Parish Council.  
There are now seven Councillors serving although our full complement should be 9 Councillors.  In 
addition to the Parish Councillors, we have a number of other volunteers who serve on our Committees 
– Activities, Communications, Facilities, Finance & General Purposes, Planning, and the Environment & 
Conservation Committee.  These Committees are invaluable to the work of the Parish Council as they 
meet as required to discuss and plan within their designated brief.  The Notes from these meetings 
come back for approval to the full Council.  The Committee approach has resulted again in the Council 
being able to do far more work at a greater speed.  Copies of all Committee and Parish Council Minutes 
can be found on our website. 
 

The Parish Council’s thanks go to all our volunteers for the hard work they put into the work of the 
Committee for the benefit of the village.  
 

Parish Council Budget 
This money comes from the residents of Matlock Bath and is collected though the council tax bill in 
the form of a precept. The amount each household contributes is dependent on the property band and 
how many properties are eligible to pay and at what level. The Parish Council set the total amount we 
need (precept) and individual contributions are calculated at the Town Hall (DDDC).  Using the 
Committee structure, each with its own budget, the Council has an open management of the village 
finances with an emphasis on value for money, flexible, needs led finance responses and bringing in 
sponsorship and grants whenever possible.   
 

The Council’s bank is Unity Trust, an ethical bank which specialises in on line banking for groups and 
organisations. The majority of payments are now made by BACS with all Councillors as authorised 
‘signatories’.  As financial planning for the year has to be done in October/November of the previous 
year, precise forecast budgeting is difficult as is estimating final expenditure for the current year. 
This problem is made more difficult as we have to carry various contingencies (election costs, 
emergency maintenance costs) and there were also many unknowns such as income, grants, and 
donations.  We now feel that with clear financial planning, we are confident that the system we have in 
place stands us in good stead to manage the Parish Council finances in a sustainable way. The budget 
for 2014/15 was set by the Full Council in November 2013 based on recommendations on spending 
needs from each of the Committees.  The Parish Council when setting their budget was conscious of 
the current climate and wanted to ensure there was again no increase in precept this year.  
Therefore, the budget set for 2014/15 is £42,065 with a precept of £25,000. The difference will be 
met from the carry forward from 2013/14.  
 

Finance and General Purpose Committee 
This Committee oversees the finances of the Parish Council and also deals with employee and 
personnel issues. As well as managing its own budget, the Finance Committee oversees the budgets of 
all the other Committees and the financial planning of the Council.  Much of what the Finance 
Committee oversee is required by statute (the audit for example) or is not optional (insurance). 
However, the brief of the Committee is to ensure the Parish receive value for money.  The Finance 
Committee budget funds for Grants and over the past year we have been able to award grants to the 
Derbyshire Sub Aqua for the Raft Event, Matlock Bath Bowls Club, Pre-School Playgroup for a new 
water play facility, the Street Party and money towards the Children’s’ Christmas Party.  
 



Details of the Income and Expenditure for each financial year can be found on our website. 
 
Planning Committee 
The Parish Council has only an advisory role on planning issues but feel that this area is important for 
the village.  The quality and frequency of planning advice sent by us to the District Council has 
benefited for the setting up of this Committee.  They meet regularly and sometimes on site. They can 
then get a response prepared within the tight deadlines often set.  
 

Environment & Conservation Committee 
This Committee was previously called the Nature Reserve Committee.  It was decided to expand its 
brief which now includes the Nature Reserve, the planting around the village, footpaths and any issue 
relating to the environment or conservation.  The work in the Nature Reserve is carried out by a group 
of volunteers who have strived to make the area a haven for flowers and wildlife as well as making it a 
safe and quiet area for residents.  It is used as a regular resource by the school.  An immense amount 
of work has been carried out over the past year to clear and make safe the area and we are grateful 
for the work done by these volunteers.   
 
As well as the four planters the Parish Council has on the Parades, we have now included in our budget 
three barrels – two at the bottom of Clifton Road and one by the “Matlock Bath” sign opposite Masson 
Mills planted up for us by a local resident.  There is also the cattle trough and the area around it on 
the A6 – again generously planted up by a local resident.  The plants have all been potted on and cared 
for by the children of Holy Trinity School and we are grateful for Masson Mills staff and residents of 
Clifton Road ensuring that during the summer months the plants are watered. The Parish Council also 
gave support to a self help project by residents to clear and plant with spring bulbs the area of bank 
on the A6 in front of the New Bath Hotel.   The Parish Council would like to extend a big thank you to 
all the volunteers who work on these various areas to help improve the environment of the village for 
us all. 
 
Over the year, the Parish Council undertook to do some work on the footpaths in the village.  Three 
paths were identified as needing clearing.  Matlock Bath Parish Council is a member of the Rights of 
Way Minor Maintenance Scheme and although we do receive a small grant for cutting back of 
vegetation on the steps, we are setting aside a small budget to do any further work which may need 
doing.  We will also be working closely with the County Council who are responsible for the paths to 
improve this important facility of the village. 
 
Last autumn the Parish Council raised a petition to lobby the local authorities to come up with a tree 
management plan.  The petition was signed by over 350 people.  Since then a meeting has been held 
with DDDC, DCC, Natural England and the Parish Council to discuss possible ways forward.  The 
outcome of the meeting was felt to be a positive step and further details will be available on our 
website shortly. 
 

Facilities Committee 
This oversees the Community Centre, the sports area, bus shelters, benches and the War Memorial.    
The Community Centre has undergone some further refurbishment in terms of new curtains and a new 
hand dryer to not only make it a more attractive venue for user groups but to help reduce costs in 
insurance and energy bills.   
 

We have applied for a grant from Sport England to renovate and update the area to make it a better 
sports area which will be adequate for our needs.  Unfortunately due to the number of applications 
submitted, we were on this occasion unsuccessful.  Sport England has provided us with feedback to 
improve our next application which we will submit in due course.   



 

We have a regular contract to have the bus shelters cleaned each month along with the village signs 
and the windows in the Community Centre.  
 

Finally after contacting the relevant authorities for permission, six new benches were sited in 
February.  The feedback from residents and visitors has been encouraging.  We have received three 
requests that the benches are in memory of loved ones and plaques have been ordered and will be 
fitted as soon as possible.  Council felt this would be a wonderful thing to do and something we will be 
pursuing for all the benches.   
 
The war memorial was again cleaned in September and treated with a biocide and the District Council 
cleared some trees that were overgrowing the area and causing algae on the lovely white marble.   
 

Communications 
The website has now been running for over four years and is being used for a wider variety of 
communication than was initially imagined.  More recently we have also set up a Facebook Page.  Both 
are an extremely cost effective way of communicating with both the residents of the village and 
those many people from outside the village who are interested in Matlock Bath.  The website contains 
a vast amount of information enabling us to keep residents up to date with village life and some of this 
information is mirrored on our Facebook page.   Both are updated on a regular basis (often daily) and 
is an extremely reactive tool.  The Committee continue to look into ways we can use electronic 
communication without forgetting the many other traditional media.  The Committee continues to 
evaluate the many forms of communication we use for both cost and effectiveness.  Our main vehicle 
of regular communication with the parishioners continues to be the quarterly newsletter, a hard copy 
delivered by hand by again some willing volunteers to every resident and business in the village as well 
as being published on the website.  It continues to be well received. The Parish Council issues regular 
press releases to the local newspapers, and magazines, the radio and TV stations. These promote the 
events we are holding, or report on events held, issues of public interest or anything else that might 
promote the village in the wider community. The uptake of advertisements in the Newsletter has 
increased – the income from which offset the printing costs.  
   

Activities 
The Parish Council has for many years promoted ‘village’ activities, some of which have been open to 
the wider community. We intend to continue this promotion both as a community service and to 
promote Matlock Bath to the wider world.  The Pro Loco Art Competition has attracted many entries 
over the years and we have broadened out the entry possibilities to attract more participants.  In 
total over 65 entries were received in 2012 with a slight increase to 67 in 2013.  On line voting again 
proved very popular with people who were unable to came and vote in person.  In total over 1200 votes 
were received over the 4 different categories by over 300 members of the public. 
The fourth Photography Competition again proved very successful.  With 131 entries made which we 
had to shortlist to 65, a task which proved near impossible for the Shortlisting Committee.  With over  
300 members of the public voting in person and over 100 voting on-line, this certainly was a ‘larger 
community‘ event.  With the high standard of pictures submitted, we have been able to use many of 
the entries in our publicity material, website etc. We are looking forward to an even more successful 
2014 event.   The Pro Loco Art and Photography competitions have both attracted sponsorship from 
various sources including Sir Richard Arkwright Masson Mills and Heights of Abraham.  In addition, 
sponsorship money has been received for ‘specialist’ photographs.  Full details are on our website.   
 

The Parish Council is very proud to work with representatives of the British Legion to facilitate the 
Remembrance at the War Memorial.  The service this year was well attended and we were fortunate 
to have the BM&W Training Band to play at the service again. 
 



Just as for many families, Christmas can be our most expensive event.  The Parish Council was 
grateful to The Temple Hotel who once again offered to sponsor the Christmas Tree.    ‘Singing 
around the Christmas tree’ once again attracted a large number of residents and was enjoyed by all.  
Music was provided by John Phillips (and his guitar) and the BM&W Training Band amplified curtesy of 
Michael Wilderspin followed by a tasty buffet hosted by The Midland Hotel funded by the Parish 
Council. 
 

This year saw the second Illuminations Village Evening.  The weather was perfect and the boatbuilders 
were able to row the boats to give residents and traders a chance to view the illuminated boats 
without the weekend crowds.  The Temple Hotel very kindly hosted a BBQ afterwards funded by the 
Parish Council.  Incorporated into the evening was the voting for the ‘Village Favourite’.  This is 
another ‘village tradition’ with prizes being awarded to the 1st, 2nd and 3rd places in the form of a 
trophy or keepsake. 
 

December saw the third Seniors Lunch held at the High Tor Hotel which was enjoyed by 25 residents 
attending and is something which we will repeat again this year. 
 

And we also … 
As well as the work of the committees, we have representatives on various bodies including The 
Derwent Valley Rail Partnership, the Safer Neighbourhood Team, footpaths and the DDDC 
Illuminations Liaison Committee.  We lobby the higher tiers of local government (County and District 
councils) on a regular (often daily) basis on behalf of parishioners and on general issues of concern in 
Matlock Bath from water leaking onto the highway to dangerous trees, from the provision of grit bins 
to litter and refuse.  
 

Once again our adoptees of Matlock Bath Station planted up two planters and 8 new barrels.  DCC 
provided and planted up the hay racks together with arranging for the childrens artwork to be 
laminated and put up in the Waiting Shelter.  In September it was announced that Matlock Bath was 
the runner up in the Most Improved Station category in recognition of the brighter station 
environment brought about by the new artwork produced by school children from Matlock Bath Holy 
Trinity Primary School and the planting work by station adoptees from the Parish Council.  We are 
appreciative of such an award.   
 
 

The Future 
We hope to move forward this year with the refurbishment of the sports area and continue making 
the Community Centre a multi-use venue.  We hope to develop and expand the activities we organise.  
In everything we do, we aim to give the village value for money. Finally my thanks go to all those who 
have worked so hard in everything we do for the village. And of course to those who selflessly give 
their time to act as Councillors or volunteers with the only reward being that we do it to make Matlock 
Bath a better place to live, to work and to visit.  


